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4 Nations Play Symposium  
Report 2016 

 
 

 

Junior Ministers Jennifer McCann and Emma Pengelly pictured with Koualla Yiasouma (NI Children's 
Commissioner), Jacqueline O'Loughlin (PlayBoard Chief Executive) and Theresa Casey (President of 
the International Play Association) at the 4 Nations Play Symposium at Cultra Manor. 
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A report on the proceedings of the 4 Nations Play 
Symposium 2016 which took place on 10 th March 2016 at 

Cultra Manor, Belfast. 
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Opening symposium proceedings, Junior Ministers Jennifer McCann and Emma 
Pengelly highlighted the critical importance of play to the lives of children, young 
people and wider society.   
 
In emphasising the value of play, the Junior Ministers highlighted its central role in 
supporting healthy growth and development; in the development and enhancement 
of social connections; in improving wellbeing and in enhancing learning and the 
development of essential skills.  Importantly the Junior Minsters highlighted that play 
is of particular value to children because it is fun. 
 
Focusing on the child’s right to play, Junior Minister McCann stated: “The right of 
children and young people to play throughout their childhood cannot be taken lightly. 
Without opportunity and quality of play, our children and young people’s childhood is 
diminished and their development suffers. Their right to play is as important as their 
right to education; it should not be dismissed as a luxury.” 
 
Junior Minister McCann emphasised the importance of all aspects of society working 
together in order to deliver more playful communities stating “Collectively we have a 
responsibility to actively support our young in imaginative and innovative play. With 
the opportunity to play, we give them the ability to flourish now and the skills to 
succeed in the future.” 
 
Highlighting the Executive’s ongoing commitment to play, Junior Minister Pengelly 
outlined: “The Northern Ireland Executive is currently developing the next Strategy 
for Children and Young People in which play will be a key topic. Forums, such as 
todays will help develop this Strategy by enabling us to learn from the experts, 
hearing what has worked in the other administrations and by sharing information and 
research.” 
 
In closing Junior Minister Pengelly again emphasised the importance of play to the 
lives of children and young people stating “Play is essential to children. It is their first 
opportunity to learn, improves their physical and mental development and is an issue 
that children and young people are passionate about.” 
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