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Junior Ministers Jennifer McCann and Emma Pengelly pictured with Koualla Yiasouma (NI Children's
Commissioner), Jacqueline O'Loughlin (PlayBoard Chief Executive) and Theresa Casey (President of
the International Play Association) at the 4 Nations Play Symposium at Cultra Manor.

A report on the proceedings of the 4 Nations Play
Symposium 2016 which took place on 10 " March 2016 at
Cultra Manor, Belfast.
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Opening symposium proceedings, Junior Ministers Jennifer McCann and Emma
Pengelly highlighted the critical importance of play to the lives of children, young
people and wider society.

In emphasising the value of play, the Junior Ministers highlighted its central role in
supporting healthy growth and development; in the development and enhancement
of social connections; in improving wellbeing and in enhancing learning and the
development of essential skills. Importantly the Junior Minsters highlighted that play
is of particular value to children because it is fun.

Focusing on the child’s right to play, Junior Minister McCann stated: “The right of
children and young people to play throughout their childhood cannot be taken lightly.
Without opportunity and quality of play, our children and young people’s childhood is
diminished and their development suffers. Their right to play is as important as their
right to education; it should not be dismissed as a luxury.”

Junior Minister McCann emphasised the importance of all aspects of society working
together in order to deliver more playful communities stating “Collectively we have a
responsibility to actively support our young in imaginative and innovative play. With
the opportunity to play, we give them the ability to flourish now and the skills to
succeed in the future.”

Highlighting the Executive’s ongoing commitment to play, Junior Minister Pengelly
outlined: “The Northern Ireland Executive is currently developing the next Strategy
for Children and Young People in which play will be a key topic. Forums, such as
todays will help develop this Strategy by enabling us to learn from the experts,
hearing what has worked in the other administrations and by sharing information and
research.”

In closing Junior Minister Pengelly again emphasised the importance of play to the
lives of children and young people stating “Play is essential to children. It is their first
opportunity to learn, improves their physical and mental development and is an issue
that children and young people are passionate about.”
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Action 1

Uphold Principles
underpinning a
commitment to play

Action 2
Undertake Mapping of

Play Provison and
Opporutnities in
Communities

Action 3

Embed play in CPP
activities
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* Explicit commitment to Article 31 of the UNCRC

* Review their play provision and assess it using the
Community Learning and Develoment principles

* Ensure all aspects of play are inclusive

* Ensure children and young people have access to play
opportunities

* Children, young people and families participate in the
develoment of play priorities

#CPP's take account of the benefits as well as risks of play

* Develop a strategic statement on play
* |dentify CPP play Champions

* Undetake regula review of play delivery linked to CPP
outcomes
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Tracey Black, Director Jeely Piece Club and
Rachel Cowper, Go2Play Inspiring Scotland
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Govanhill Go2Play Play Activity Programme
4 Crossreach
HSGS Jeely Piece Club Daisychain
* Athome » Street Play * Young Roma
* Dads Group Rangers Mums
* Events * School Play
Rangers
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Robin Sutcliffe, Children’s Play Policy Forum Chairman

Freedom to play
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Freedom to play
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(2015)
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* Places and Space for Play and Leisure
* Championing Play and Leisure

* Access to Play and Leisure

* Play Workforce Development

* Received Royal Assent in December 2015

* Places a statutory duty on regional and local government to Co-operate,
Integrate, Plan and Deliver 7 specified outcomes including the enjoyment of
play and leisure

* Current Strategy in place for 10 year period (2006 to 2016).
* Emerging strategy underpinned by the UNCRC.

* Proposes introduction of The Right to Enjoyment of Play and Leisure; as
one of the 6 key pillars.

* Timetabled for completion by end of 2016
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*Transforming policy into practice requires the direct participation of
C&YP.
The Active

Participation of *C&YP must be given opportunities to become involved in the decisions
2 that impact on their lives at all stages whether it be the forumlation of
Childrenand policy, service identification, service design and planning or the ongoing
Young People management and improvement of services.

*Focus must be ongoing participation - not limited consultation

» Traditionally health and safety has been to the fore resulting in play
with minimal (if any!) challenge and risk being actively managed out of
play experiences.

Risk and * We need to shift perceptions on challenge in play as being positive.
Challenge This will require support for Policy makers, Play Planners & Parents to
understand the importance of risk and challenge; Risk/Benefit training
for Council and play providers; and embeding use of the Play Safety
Forum Risk/Benefit Form as standard practice.
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